
 

 
 

 

An eventful Christmas… 
Back home briefly… 
Happy new year! I’m writing this at the end of 

a very eventful Christmas period. Due to 

circumstances outside of my control, I had to 

leave Ethiopia and return to Ireland for a 

couple of weeks. It was great to be able to be 

with friends and family over Christmas, but at 

the same time it was a little unsettling as I had 

only spent 5 weeks in Ethiopia before I had to 

leave. So it was a little unsettling, being 

uprooted so soon after arriving! I am very 

thankful, however, that due to language 

school’s Christmas break, I did not miss any of 

my classes, and managed to arrive back in 

time to start the new semester.  

I have been enjoying language learning since I 

started back, and have restarted it with 

renewed vigour and determination. I’m really 

keen to get as good and as far as I can with 

the language before I have to start actually 

teaching at the school next August. I have 

made arrangements with a few of my 

Ethiopian friends to meet once a week for 

lunch to chat in Amharic with them. Hopefully 

this will really help my language skills 

develop! 

I have been really enjoying integrating into 

the Bingham school community, even though 

I’m not living there at present. A week before 

I left to go home, I managed to get the 

purchase of a small motorcycle finalised, so 

I’m really enjoying the freedom that brings. It 

is great to be able to enjoy so many activities 

and develop relationships there, and then 

travel home afterwards. Praise God for this 

blessing! 

 
With a number of friends from Bingham 

I’ve been further settling into the 
accommodation here on the SIM HQ 
compound. At present, there are a lot of 
people around, as there are a number of 
activities happening that bring many families 
to the city all at once, and they usually stay 
here. The others who are here long-term are 
very friendly, and I’ve been helping fix some 
of the electronic devices which inevitably 
break down often here. At the same time, I 
still have off compound living on my mind, 
and am seeking out suitable house mates that 
I could share a house with. There are one or 
two guys about; I just have to persuade them 
to move off compound too! 
 
Thank you all so much for your prayers, I’m 

looking forward to sharing how God is 

working through me in this country in 2015. 

Prayer and Praise 
 Give thanks for the opportunity to see 

friends and family at Christmas time. 

 Give thanks for a safe trip back here, 

and that I’m settling in again. 

 Pray for continued health as I live and 

work here 

 Pray that I will continue to enjoy and 

work hard at language learning. 

Niall 

Niall McCune 
January 2015 
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