
 

 
 

 

Continuing at Language school… 
Class transitions… 
Language school here is continuing as normal, 

I’ve just finished another six weeks since I 

came back after Christmas. Overall they have 

been productive and I very much feel like it is 

improving my Amharic ability. I continue to 

take every opportunity to communicate with 

Ethiopian people in their own language and 

feel that I am better able to express myself 

when I do. So that is encouraging! As I embark 

on another 6 weeks of school here, I’ve been 

assigned a different teacher as well as some 

different classmates, due one or two of my 

fellow students having left the country. These 

transitions can be difficult, having to get used 

to a different teaching style and an overall 

different class atmosphere. However, I’ve 

been encouraged recently that I’ve adjusted 

quickly to my new class. Please pray that I 

continue to enjoy learning Amahric, and that 

my motivation to improve continues. Please 

also pray for further opportunities to practise 

what I’ve learned.  

A couple of my friends from language school 

have taken 6 weeks off to go down country 

for language immersion practice. My good 

friend Brian Hall who lives down country 

suggested that I could do the same sometime 

with him, as he needs someone to make a 

video for the school down there, so I’d be 

doing him a favour as well as having the 

opportunity to practice by being immersed in 

an area with little English. Something to 

consider! 

 
At a recent retreat with other BinghamStaff 

I’m continuing to settle well into life here in 

Addis Ababa. I’m continuing to enjoy being a 

part of the Bingham community, even though 

I don’t live there.  I am also thoroughly 

enjoying the freedom that comes from 

owning a motorbike here; I can come and go 

from social events and meetings as needed. I 

am very thankful for this blessing! I’m also 

looking into an opportunity to move into the 

community sharing with another missionary 

couple. For one thing it would be great to 

have more opportunities to speak Amharic, as 

well as being the move into the community 

that I always considered essential for cultural 

integration here. Please remember me in 

prayer as I consider this and other potential 

accommodation opportunities in the city. 

Prayer and Praise 
 Give thanks for further opportunities 

I've had to develop relationships with 

Ethiopian friends, 

 The opportunity to join the Bingham 

Staff retreat recently. 

 Pray for continued enjoyment and 

motivation in my language studies, 

 Continued health and safety as I travel 

on the roads here, 

 Wisdom regarding some potential 

housing opportunities off-compound. 

Pray that I will continue to enjoy and 

work hard at language learning. 

Niall 

Niall McCune 
February 2015 
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