
 

 
 

 

Language immersion
These past few weeks I had the opportunity to 
spend a couple of weeks down country at the 
SIM Langano station, as a way to get some 
language practice. A good friend of mine, 
Brian Hall and his wife Laura live and work 
there, along with their two kids. The 
compound there (about 4 hours from the city) 
contains a small clinic, a sports camp and a 
school. The compound is in a very remote part 
of the country, the local people mostly live in 
mud huts, so it feels very far from civilisation! 
Power and internet are sparse at best; it can 
feel at times like you are cut off from the 
outside world. Brian needed a short video 
produced to document the work of the school 
for supporters in the US, which I was able to 
do for them. It was really encouraging to see 
first-hand the work of the school, it is situated 
in the middle of a Muslim area and many of 
the students are from Muslim families so it is 
a great opportunity for the Christian staff and 
teachers to witness to and impact the lives of 
the students and their families.  

As far as an immersion experience, it was very 
successful. Brian usually left me to speak to 
the workers and guards on my own, and I 
spent mealtimes with the number of workers 
who live on the compound, some of whom 
had little or no English. At times it was a 
struggle, and mentally exhausting having to 
think everything in Amharic, but I do feel that 
my language ability has improved. I’d be very 
keen to go back for another couple of weeks 
practice, maybe in the summer months, and 
Brian mentioned the need for another video 
documenting the clinic, so there would 
definitely be work for me down there.  

The compound in Langano though, is 
absolutely beautiful, and it’s wonderful to 
leave the polluted air of the city behind, and 
relax in the laid back atmosphere of life in the 
country. Spending time with Brian and Laura 

on the weekends, swimming in the lake etc, 
were enjoyable perks of being down there! 
 

 
The story of Joseph in Amharic 

I’ve started back into Language school back 
here in Addis, and am adjusting to my new 
class well. I have a little over two months of 
class left before I’ll be leaving to start teaching 
at Bingham Academy. Once I start teaching at 
Bingham, though, there will be opportunity 
once or twice a week to continue Amharic 
lessons with some of the staff there, as well as 
continued opportunity to practice with my 
housemate here.  

Prayer and Praise 
 Give thanks for an enjoyable, productive 

and useful time down in Langano, and 

for the opportunity to improve my 

language in that way 

 Give thanks for safety during travelling 

down there and back again. 

 Continue to pray for the staffing needs 

at Bingham, that God will provide the 

necessary people in time for the next 

school year. 

 Pray for me and the other staff at 

Bingham as we begin discussing and 

planning specific roles and 

responsibilities for next year. 

Niall 

Niall McCune 
April 2015 
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