
 

 
 

 

Activities Week… 
This month, as the Grade 11 Bible teacher, I 

was in charge of leading the Grade 11 

Activities week trip. Each class travels to a 

different location in Ethiopia for a week of 

community service and other activities. 

Essentially, this is a chance to further 

develop relationships with the students, and 

for them to develop relationships with each 

other, and encouraging them to look into 

some other voluntary opportunities once 

they leave Bingham. We were staying in a 

town called Awassa, beside a beautiful lake. 

In all, 17 students and 4 staff were on the 

trip. On the grade 11 trip, the students also 

look at and discuss biblical guidelines for 

relationships. Despite their initial reluctance 

to speak about these matters with their 

teachers, they really opened up and we had 

some really interesting discussions with 

them. 

For the community service aspect of the trip, 

we had them teach a few lessons to a local 

school, and help out baby sitting at a local 

orphanage. They all really got into this, 

especially the guys! It was a really great 

week, and a good opportunity to get to know 

them better. I was keen for them to get to 

know me as someone other than their 

teacher, as I feel this is important for 

mentoring relationships.  

After coming back from the week, I was in 

need of a break! Fortunately, we had a week 

off from school, and I was able to take a quick 

trip down to Langano, and my house mates 

were able to join me! It was such a 

wonderful, relaxing time, no sounds except 

for the wildlife, and no internet or emails to 

distract from the beauty of God’s creation. A 

much needed time of rest! 

 
Group Photo with the students in Awassa 

I've been spending the last week or so 
instigating a new form of bible classes with 
my Grade 11 students. We have gone back to 
a much more basic discussion level, and I've 
got them warmed up with a very basic "Does 
God exist?" discussion. We've been looking 
at John Lennox debating Richard Dawkins on 
the subject, a really good debate. It has got 
the kids really thinking, and they are 
enjoying watching the Lennox Dawkins 
debate. Please do continue to pray for me as 
I seek to engage the students where they are 
at spiritually, and challenge them to be 
critical thinkers. Pray that God's truth will 
sink deep into their lives, and that it will not 
simply be head knowledge. 
 

Prayer and Praise 

 Give thanks for safety as we travelled 

down country, both with the student 

trip and to Langano with Yohannes and 

Cara 

 Give thanks for a very encouraging and 

fruitful time away with the students 

 Pray for me as I change the format of 

Bible class, that the students will be 

more engaged and think hard about the 

topics at hand 

 Continue to pray for me as I seek to 

reach into the lives of the students here 

in different ways. 

Niall 

Niall McCune 
October 2015 
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